
8th Grade Research Project: 
Immigration Scrapbook 

Due on ____________________________________ 
 

OVERVIEW 

 
For 2nd Quarter, you will be researching immigration from the 
mid-1800s through the early 1900s. You will choose a specific 

country (from the list below) from which many immigrants 
arrived during this time period.  Your information will be 

compiled into an “immigration scrapbook”.  This scrapbook 
will contain general historical information on immigration 

during this time period, as well as specific immigrant 
experiences based on the country you choose. 

 
Circle one below… 

 

Germany     Ireland                Italy               Poland               Russia             Austria-Hungary          China    
 

GENERAL REQUIRMENTS FOR ENTIRE PROJECT 

 

o PROJECT FORMAT 

The entire project must be TYPED and must include all of the requirements below.  How you put the 

project together is up to you.  You may use an actual scrapbook and physically cut and paste the typed 

information and images into it to make it look more authentic.  You may also use PowerPoint, Word, 

Publisher, Google Slides, or any other program that you can use to format text and images in a neat, visually 

attractive way.  Regardless of how you create the project, you must neatly include all requirements on the 

correct pages and PRINT your final product to hand in on the due date. 

 

o VISUALS FOR EACH PAGE OF YOUR SCRAPBOOK 

Each page below must include two or more historically accurate and relevant visuals to support / enhance 

the information on the page. Some examples can include maps, images, photos, political cartoons, etc.  Every 

visual must have a caption.  A caption is a description of your visual written in your own words. Multiple 

pictures make it look more like a “scrapbook.”   

 

o WRITTEN PRIMARY SOURCES (at least TWO for the whole project)  

You are required to have a TOTAL of two or more written primary sources that are relevant to your topic. 

These can be in the form of diary entries, letters, quotes, song lyrics, etc.  Every primary source must include 

a summary, in your own words, identifying the speaker, audience, and purpose of the source.  The primary 

sources should be included on the page that it relates to most.  (For example, a poem from an Irish 

immigrant about trying to assimilate into American society would go on Page 3.)  The primary sources and 

summaries are in addition to the 1-2 paragraph summaries required for each page listed below. 

 

o CITATIONS 

At least two reliable and relevant sources are used.  Remember: Google and other search engines are NOT 

sources, and Wikipedia is not a reliable source Prezi is also not a reliable source.  Make sure your sources are 

properly cited in MLA format and printed out on a separate sheet of paper. 



SPECIFIC REQUIRMENTS FOR EACH PAGE 
 

Page 1: Heading & Historical Context 

On top of this page you must include a heading with your name, date, teacher’s name and period. Below the 

heading will be 1-2 paragraphs providing historical context - general historical time period/background 

information that LED UP TO or “set the stage” for immigration to America.  It should answer the question 

“Why, in general, did immigrants come to the United States in the late 1800s and early 1900s?”  This should be 

about push and pull factors in general during the late 1800s or early 1900s, NOT ABOUT YOUR SPECIFIC 

COUNTRY. 

Page 2: Specific Details of Immigration from Your Country 

1-2 paragraphs explaining the specific details surrounding why immigrants left your country.  Discuss the push 

factors that caused immigrants specifically from your country to leave and any other details about immigration 

from your specific country. 

Page 3: Assimilation & Acculturation 

1-2 paragraphs summarizing how people from your country tried to assimilate with American customs / 

traditions AND how they tried to acculturate (keep their own traditions/culture). In this paragraph discuss as 

much as possible: did they live in ethnic neighborhoods, type of jobs found, involvement in politics, how easy 

or difficult was it to assimilate into American culture? 

Page 4: Nativism  

1-2 paragraphs summarizing how immigrants from your country were negatively treated once they arrived 

here. 

Page 5: Compare/Contrast 

1-2 paragraphs comparing/contrasting your own family’s history of immigration to the research you did on 

your specific country. What were the similarities and differences in the experiences of your family as compared 

to those you researched? Information about your family’s history does not have to be the same as the 

information from the country you chose to research.    

Works Cited Page 

You must cite at least two reliable and relevant sources.  Remember: Google and other search engines are 

NOT sources, and Wikipedia is not a reliable source.  Make sure your sources are properly cited in MLA format 

and printed out on a separate sheet of paper and attached to your project. 

 

REMINDERS  
 

• Be sure to use your own words.  For your primary source information, you may quote someone, but be sure to put 
quotation marks around it and give the person credit.  Other than quoted primary source information, you will earn no 
credit for information that is not in your own words.  If you plagiarize your project, you will earn a ZERO.  You will 
then be required to redo the assignment to receive a maximum grade of 50. 

 
• All paragraphs must show clear evidence of factual information based upon research. 

 
• All written information must be typed, neat, and organized.  You will lose points for hand-written information, sloppy 

cutting and pasting, large empty spaces, or general lack of neatness or organization. 
 

• If you need help, come to extra help and ask questions ahead of time. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE! 
 

• Your project is due at the start of your Social Studies class period on the due date.  If you do not have it at that time, 
your project is late, and you will lose five points per day for lateness. 


